426             FRONTIER AND OVERSEAS EXPEDITIONS FROM INDIA.

Since 1893 peace and prosperity have reigned in the Shan
States, and the only troubles that have
re  xpe i ion.          occurred have been on the frontier.    It

will be sufficient to barely note the chief events of each year since
1893. In January and February 1894, Mr. Leveson was engaged
in an expedition to the Bre and Padaung country between the
Karen Hill Tracts of the Toungoo District and the Western Karenni
States. This expedition was undertaken in consequence of a raid
committed on Lokadashe, a village on the north-eastern border of
the Karen Hill Tracts. Up to the date of starting, very little was
known of the condition of the country of the Bres and Padaungs
beyond the fact that the people were in a disturbed state. They
were found to be practically lawless ; the various villages were
technically under one or the other of the various Shan or Karenni
chiefs but were as a rule out of their control. They were there-
fore placed under the general charge of the Civil Officer at Loikaw
with considerable advantage to themselves and their neighbours.

Another expedition, conducted by Mr. Stirling in the same
year along the Keng Tung frontier, also brought us into relations
with various' hill tribes other than the Shans and settled different
frontier disputes.

In the Northern states there were still a few dacoities and
crimes, among them being the murder of Mr. Lambert, of the
American Mission in Wing Hsipaw.

In both 1886 and 1887 there were minor hostilities with certain
petty Wa communities.

Since 1897 peace and prosperity has been unbroken in the Shan
States, and trade has increased by leaps and bounds. The most
important event, and one which has removed a possible source
of trouble and even danger, is the partial delimitation of the, Burma-
China boundary which was successfully completed in the open
season of 1900-1901. The only disturbing element now remaining is
the Wild Wa community, which has never acknowledged British
suzerainty. As these people," however, do not raid into other
parts of the Shan States there appears to be no urgent reason to
undertake their subjugation. It may possibly be, "and, it is to be
hoped, it will be, found possible to gradually induce them to accept
our authority without. having r^ero&e to force of